I should like to thank the following for their l R T Sawyer, 'Why we need to save the medicinal invaluable assistance in Mauritius: Paul Sooprayen, leech ', Orvx, 1981, 16: 165-8. [ The most competitive year in this study was 1833 during which no fewer than five pharmacists were advertising these animals. Their rivalry is also reflected in the prices: on 17 May 1833 Mme de Gaye started advertising her leeches at 8 piastres per hundred and 1.5 piastres per dozen, but by 14 June she had dropped the price to 5 piastres per hundred and 1 piastre per dozen following an advertisement by a competitor on 31 May. Interestingly, the price remained generally constant for many years, and was still advertised as 1 piastre per dozen fifteen years later in 1848.
One pharmacist, Monsieur Fleurot, was selling leeches in 1848, in competition with one other. Sixteen years later in 1864 he was still advertising, by which time there appeared to be no one else in the field. He must have been selling quite a number because he publicized them as available "by the dozen, by the hundred and by the thousand". By 1872 at least three pharmacists were advertising, but Fleurot was not amongst them. The three were: Mr B Perrot (67 rue Desforges, now Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolan Street), Messrs A Minet & Cie (24 rue de l'Eglise), and Mr Baissac (rue de la Corderie, and also at Chausse).
The source of these leeches was clearly identified in the advertisements as being the French enclave of Pondicherry, in southern India. In several instances the specific ship which carried them was named. There is some evidence that the leeches were in transit for as long as four and even six weeks. For example, those advertised on 31 May 1833 had arrived on the Antoinette, which had left Pondicherry the previous 15 April (based on a notice of ship arrivals dated 11 June 1833). There was a distinct seasonality to the advertisements; most appeared between late February and June, and a very few between Chez M. Grt'tjeau neveu, rue St-George: bell&-sang. Clearly, Pondicherry was a major centre for the export of leeches for much of the nineteenth century. Unfortunately, as yet we know practically nothing about who the leech dealers were, how and where they procured their leeches, the identities of their other customers, and the purposes for which the leeches were purchased.
We know that in Mauritius leeches were imported for medical use by local pharmacists from as early as 1833. Since they were advertised in the local newspaper, presumably they were also sold to the general public in some numbers and for a long time. One relevant factor may have been the increasing numbers of people of Indian descent on the island. With the abolition of slavery in 1835, many Indian labourers emigrated there. These people brought with them their ayurvedic medicine, a traditional medical practice which has continued to use leeches for over 2000 years. The use of leeches is described in considerable detail in Chapter XIII of the Sushruta Samhita, a collection of medical writings in the ayurvedic tradition dating back by some accounts to 200 BC.3 The lowercaste labourers may have used leeches in their folk medicine and not necessarily as part of the more formalized ayurvedic practice.
One other instance of medicinal leeches being exported from India in the nineteenth century has been documented, but the context and time frame are different.4 With the abolition of slavery in the British West Indies in 1837 and in the French West Indies in 1848, labourers were brought from India to work on the plantations. From the mid-1 840s to the early 1 870s each emigrant ship was required by the British government to have on board 100 leeches for each 100 passengers on the long journey to the West Indies. These leeches, which originated in northern India, primarily in the vicinity of Calcutta, the emigrants' main port of embarkation, have been identified as the Indian "cattle leech", Hirudinaria manillensis. Once in the West Indies they escaped and became established in Martinique, St Lucia and Puerto Rico.
The Mauritius study hints at the possibility that leeches could have been exported to the West Indies from southern India (Pondicherry), i.e. at least fifteen years before the British ships brought them with the emigrants. However, to date there is no evidence to support this.
We cannot yet determine from the evidence precisely which species of leech was imported from Pondicherry to Mauritius. It definitely would not have been the European Hirudo medicinalis, which is not native to the Indian subcontinent.5 Instead, it would have been one of the large, aggressive "cattle" leeches which are abundant in certain regions throughout India. The species used medically in India are usually either Hirudinaria 
